
 

What To Know When Drywood Termites Swarm In Orange County
    During the fall months, we always get a lot of calls from 
homeowners who have found drywood termites swarming 
inside and around the outside of their homes. Many of 
these homeowners want to know why this is happening, 
and they call us to get more information.  
    This month, we’d like to share some of the most 
commonly asked questions and provide you with the 
information you need. 
 

When do drywood termites usually swarm? 
    Drywood termites swarm during the months of 
September and October. This is their mating season and 
scientists believe that swarming is triggered by bright 
sunlight and temperatures over 80 degrees Fahrenheit. 
    It is quite common to see swarms of these pests flying in 
and around Orange County homes during this time of year,
because they are looking for locations to start their new 
colonies. 
 

If drywood termites are crawling on the outside of 
my home, does it mean that my home is infested? 

    No, finding drywood termites on the outside of your 
home does not necessarily mean that you have a termite 
problem. Drywood termite swarmers are very poor fliers 
and they usually follow the direction of the wind. If you 
see them on the outside of your home, they may have 
flown from something nearby, such as an old tree, a 
wooden fence, or a neighboring house. Of course, it is still 

possible that the termites could simply be moving from 
one portion of your home, and are looking to spread out 
into other areas of your home. 
    The best way to find out if your home really does have a 
drywood termite problem is to have your home inspected. 
 

If drywood termites are flying around  
on the inside of your home, does that mean  
mean that you have a termite infestation? 

    Yes, this could be a very good indication that you have 
an infestation of drywood termites, located somewhere 
within the structure. However, you should always 
remember that it is possible for a few drywood termites to 
enter your home through open doors and windows. If you 
only find a couple of these termites in your home, it may 
be no big deal. But, if you see dozens or hundreds of them 
inside of your home, you should order a termite inspection 
right away. 
 

If you find a lot of termite swarmers near 
a door or window, does that mean that 

 the termites are coming from that area? 
    No, it doesn’t. Drywood termites are attracted to light 
and you always need to remember that they could be 
originating from an area that is located clear on the 
opposite side of your home. Unfortunately, it can be 
almost impossible to find where they are coming from. 
That is because the termites could be emerging from a  
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65 Years Ago . . . 
 

On October 19, 1953, Howard Hughes had Trans World 
Airlines launch the first regularly scheduled non-stop air 
service in the USA, between New York and Los Angeles. 

Remembering Colonel “Hannibal” Smith, 
From The 80’s A-Team Television Show 

 

“I love it when a plan comes together.” 
 

George Peppard, born October 1, 1928 
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pen-sized hole, or a very small crack 
in a wall. If you are lucky enough to 
see where they are crawling out of a 
hole or crack, you need to mark the 
area so your termite technician will 
know where to start inspecting. If the 
point of origin can’t be located, a 
whole-house fumigation is almost 
always your best choice. 
 

What happens to these 
swarming termites? 

    Fortunately, drywood termite 
swarmers have a mortality rate of 
about 97 percent. Since they are such 
poor fliers, most of them will start 
settling down after they fly a few feet. 
A majority of them will fall prey to 
birds, reptiles, or other insects. Many 
of the others will die of dehydration or 
injury. 
    After the swarmers land, they shed 
their wings, begin the mating process, 
and start looking for a piece of wood 
to enter. Cracks, knot holes, or joints 
between pieces of wood are the easiest 
access points.    
    The king and queen will remain in 
their small nest and build up the 
colony. Drywood termite colonies are 
usually small, but when you combine 
multiple colonies in a single piece of 
wood, you may have over 10,000 
members. When there are that many 
termites, eating 24 hours a day for 365 
days a year, you’re going to start 
seeing a substantial amount of 
damage. 
 

What are the signs of a  
drywood termite infestation? 

    If you see large numbers of 
drywood termite swarmers inside of a 
home, attic, garage, or subarea, an 
infestation is likely to be located 
somewhere within the structure. 
    Termite fecal droppings are a strong 
indicator of an infestation. Drywood 
termite droppings are oval shaped, 
have six sides, and are about the size 
of a grain of sand. From time to time, 
these termites are known to clean out 
the galleries where they work, and 
their droppings will fall directly below 
the “kick-out” hole. 
    Termite damaged wood can also be 
a strong sign of a problem. You may 

Rave Reviews! 
    “I wanted to let you know that I 
would highly recommend the services of 
Termite Terry if you need your home 
tented for termites. A few weeks ago, 
our home in Newport Beach was done 
and the process went without a single 
problem. Your inspector came out for 
the inspection and his follow through 
was exceptional throughout the entire 
process. Thanks for all your help. 
Termite Terry is the way to go to rid 
your home of these tiny critters!” 
 

Brian Dobbins 
Newport Beach 
 
    “I just recently hired your company 
to do a termite inspection on one of my 
rental properties in Irvine. The report 
showed the house had termites and 
needed tenting. The tenting service is 
now completed. 
    The owner and I were very impressed 
with the quality of the job plus the super 
customer service of your representative. 
It was a pleasure to talk to him. He took 
his time to explain termite activities and 
termite problems in details. He is 
extremely knowledgeable, patient and 
friendly. We appreciate his 
workmanship, excellent work, plus all 
the knowledge he has on the house even 
beyond termites. 
    We are very happy with your service 
and will recommend you to all my 
friends and continue to use Termite 
Terry in the future.” 
 

Shine Wang, property manager 
Irvine 
 
    “Very impressed with your operation. 
Top notch. I just received a $50 gas 
card and a hand-written note regarding 
the business referral. I did not expect 
this at all. 
    Thank you very much. Have a great 
weekend.” 
 

Osbaldo Rodriguez 
Huntington Beach 

not always see live termites in 
these areas, because in many cases 
they have moved on to other 
locations to eat or for protection. 
 

How can you get rid  
of drywood termites? 

    When you see evidence of 
drywood termites, the first thing 
you should do is order a thorough 
inspection of the structure.  
    If the area of infestation can be 
located and it is fully accessible, a 
localized/spot treatment of the area 
may be all you need to have done. 
    Localized treatments are 
performed by drilling small holes 
in the infested wood members and 
injecting a termiticide into the 
termite galleries.  
    If the infestation extends into 
areas that cannot be seen or 
accessed, an all-encompassing type 
of treatment, such as fumigation, 
will probably be needed. 
 

What should you do if one 
company says you need a spot 

treatment and another calls for a 
fumigation? 

    This is a common problem that 
many owners face. The answer is 
easy; if the area cannot be fully 
inspected and it is not fully 
accessible for treatment, a 
fumigation is probably needed. 
 

What should I know before  
I hire a fumigator? 

    Not all fumigations are created 
equal, and if you are going to do it, 
it must be done properly. 
    The first thing you need to ask 
any fumigator is, “How much gas 
are you going to use?” 
    There are a number of factors 
which must be calculated to 
determine how much gas is needed. 
One of the most important factors 
is the size of your home. Always 
insist on an accurate measurement, 
and you should carefully review 
the fumigator’s math. The size of 
your home greatly determines the 
amount of gas needed. Please note 
that if enough gas is not applied, 
your fumigation will fail, and you  
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    Halloween is so much fun for kids. 
They love putting on costumes, the 
parties, and going trick-or-treating. Here 
are 10 tips to help keep your children 
safe on Halloween: 
 

1. Children should wear bright 
costumes that are made of flame-
retardant material. 

2. Swords, knives, and similar 
costume accessories should be 
short, soft, and flexible. 

3. Young children should be 
accompanied by an adult or an older 
sibling. 

4. If older children are trick-or-treating 
without supervision, they should 
walk in groups, and have a set time 
to return home. 

5. Adults and children should put 
down their smart phones and watch 
where they are going. This is 
especially important when crossing 
streets. 

6. Have your kids look both ways 
when crossing streets. They should 
always use crosswalks, and they 
should never dart out into the street,
or cross between parked cars. 

7. Glow sticks or flashlights will help 
your children see and will be seen 
by the drivers of cars. 

8. Your children should never enter 
the homes of people they don’t 
know. 

9. Throw out any treats that look like 
they have been tampered with, or 
that have been unwrapped. 

10. Never let your children eat 
homemade treats, unless you know 
the person who made them. 

 

    Halloween is not just for kids, as 
more and more adults are dressing up in 
costumes and going out to parties. 
That’s okay! But, if you’ve been 
partying and had too much to drink, 
please call someone to give you a safe 
ride home. 

Happy Halloween! 

10 Tips For A  
Safe Halloween 

will have wasted all your money. 
    You should also inspect the quality 
of the fumigator’s equipment, 
especially the condition of their 
fumigation tarps. If they are old, torn 
and ragged, you already know that 
your fumigation will probably fail. 
 

At Termite Terry, we’ll get  
rid of all your termites or  
your treatment is FREE! 

    People ask us all the time, “How 
can you offer a guarantee like that 
when no one else will?” The answer 
to that is the one extra “secret” step 
we take to insure the success of all of 
our fumigations: 
 

We use a Fumiscope and  
take a final reading  

before we finish the job 
 

    That’s right! About 20 to 24 hours 
after the gas has been in the structure, 
we use a Fumiscope, and measure the 
gas concentration levels. If the 
amount of gas left inside of the tent is 
correct, then we know that your 
termites are gone. On the other hand, 
if we took a reading and the amount 
of gas was incorrect, we will add 
more gas and continue the process 
until we knew your job was 
successful.  
    This “secret” step takes out all of 
the guesswork. Why do so many of 
the other termite companies continue 
to play “guessing games” with their 
fumigations? Don’t know the answer 
to that. Maybe it is because this 
“secret” step takes extra time, and the 
special equipment we use is very 
expensive. 
    Do you have a termite problem and 
need help? Call us at (949) 631-7348 
and we’ll be happy to schedule an 
inspection at your convenience. 
 
 
 
 
 

President’s 
Economic Stimulus
    Everyone in Washington D.C. is 
focused on the upcoming 
elections. All of us know that 
choosing the right candidate is not 
always easy to do because we can 
only hope that they will keep their 
campaign promises. Meanwhile, 
President Termite Terry has been 
and will continue keeping his 
promise of improving our nation’s 
economy. 
    Here are just a few more of your 
fellow citizens who have benefited 
from his Economic Stimulus Plan: 

 Dave & Kathy Marks of 
Huntington Beach referred our 
service to Ted Tracy of 
Huntington Beach. 

 Bill Fallace of Huntington 
Beach referred us to Kim 
Beckhart of Huntington 
Beach. 

 Tracy McCarthy of Newport 
Beach referred our service to 
Breanne McCarthy of 
Newport Beach. 

 Evette Miller of Garden Grove 
recommend our service to 
Kathy Thomas of Huntington 
Beach. 

 Patti Ball of Mission Viejo 
referred us to Steven Shaver of 
Lake Forest. 

 

    The President’s plan is easy and 
with your help, we can double the 
number of people who get FREE 
GAS each month. All you have to 
do is simply refer us to someone 
who needs a termite treatment, 
wood repairs, or a monthly pest 
control service. And, if they hire 
us, we’ll send you a $50.00 Gas 
Card. That is real economic 
stimulation you can bank on! 
  



 

 

    More than 40 million patients with respiratory, gastric, and other diseases have been cured 
after taking a miracle-like potion that is being sold to more than 4,000 hospitals in China. 
Most people who consume this potion have no idea of what they are taking when they drink it. 
But, if they will simply take the time and read the product’s label, only one ingredient is 
listed: Periplaneta americana. That is the Latin name of the American cockroach. 
    The roaches used in this product come from the world’s largest roach farm in Xichang, 
China, where 6 billion cockroaches are bred each year. They use artificial intelligence to 
manage a colony larger than the world’s population, and all of the roaches are being used for 
medicinal purposes. 
    Once the roaches have reached the desired weight and size, they are fed into machines and 
crushed to make the potion. They say that the potion has a tea-like color, taste slightly sweet, 
and has a slight fishy smell. A 100ml bottle sells for a shockingly low price of only four 
dollars (You may want to stock up and buy a case!) 
    For over two decades, the Chinese government has financed nationwide studies of the 
cockroaches’ medicinal value. Laboratory tests and clinical trials have discovered or 
confirmed dozens of disease-fighting proteins and biochemical compounds that have a huge 
potential value in medicine. 
    One researcher said, “The potion is not a panacea – it does not have a magic power against 
all diseases. But its effect on certain symptoms is well established, and confirmed by 
molecular science and large-scale hospital applications.” 
    Don’t know about you, but I don’t think I’ll be taking any of that stuff – the disgusting 
thought of drinking the guts of over 100 roaches may be worse than the disease. 

Full Line of Pest Control Service ║ Termite Fumigations and Treatments ║ Dryrot and Termite Damage Repairs

“You’re Going To Love Living In A Pest Free Home. 
I Guarantee It.” 

 

Miracle-Like Roach Potion! 
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