
 

What Was Life Like In 1919? 
    Happy New Year! Can you believe that we’re in the 
year of 2019, already? How time flies! I know that all of 
you have made big plans for the coming year. But, before 
you get too busy with all that stuff, let’s take a look at 
what America was like in 1919. 
 

 Men had a life expectancy of 53.5 years, and women 
lived an average of 56 years. 

 The population of the U.S. grew to 104.5 million. Our 
current population is at about 329 million, with one 
new person being added every 14 seconds. 

 7.6 million motor vehicles were registered in the U.S. 
Today, we have over 276 million vehicles on the road.

 A Model T Ford could be purchased for only $500, 
and they made over 498,000 of them in 1919. 

 Edsel Ford, the son of Henry Ford, became the 
president of Ford Motor Company on January 1, 1919.

 The influenza pandemic of 1918 continued, with the 
second and third waves occurring in 1919. Researchers 
estimate that about one out of every four U.S. citizens 
fell ill during this pandemic, and that 675,000 died 
from it. Worldwide, an estimated 30-50 million died 
from the flu. 

 The rotary dial telephone was introduced by the 
American Telephone and Telegraph Company. They 
were first installed in Norfolk, Virginia. 

 Charles Strite invented the first automatic pop-up 

toaster, which is very similar to what we use today. 
 Union wages in New York City were: 

- Bricklayers at $0.88 per hour 
- Carpenters at $0.75 per hour 
- Painters at $0.75 per hour 
- Plumbers at $0.75 per hour 
- Structural steel workers at $0.88 per hour 

 American farmers had an average pay of $43.29 per 
month, with board. Without board, their average pay 
was $56.63 per month. 

 If you worked for minimum wage in California, you’d 
earn $0.28 per hour. 

 The labor participation rates were about 84% for men, 
and 22% for women. About 51% of young men, and 
22% of young women (ages 14-19), also had jobs. 

 Marion Harris had the number one hit song, and it was 
titled “After you’re gone”. 

 “Miracle Man”, a silent film drama, was the number 
one movie. It starred Lon Chaney, and grossed $3 
million at the box office. 

 The Eighteenth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution 
was ratified on January 16, 1919. It effectively 
established the prohibition of intoxicating liquors by 
declaring the production, transport, and sale of 
intoxicating liquors illegal. Prohibition was in effect 
until 1933, when it was repealed. 
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70 Years Ago . . . 
January 10, 1949, RCA launched the 7-inch 45-rpm vinyl 
record. The first records and the 45 players were released to 
the public in March, 1949. They came in seven colors, and 
each one of the seven types of music had a designated color. 

Remembering A Great President 
 “Do what you can, with what you have, 
where you are.” 
 

President Theodore Roosevelt, died January 6, 1919 

“Home of Your Ironclad, Money-Back Guarantee” 
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 The Anarchist Bombings occurred
in April and June of 1919. In 
April, at least 36 mail bombs were 
sent to prominent politicians and 
appointees, the Attorney 
General, justice officials, 
newspaper editors, and 
businessmen. Senator Thomas 
Hardwick’s housekeeper had her 
hands blown off when she opened 
the package and the dynamite 
exploded. The senator’s wife was 
also seriously injured and burned 
by the explosion. In June, eight 
large bombs were detonated in 
eight cities. None of the targeted 
men were killed, however two 
others lost their lives. The 
Galleanist organization was 
believed to be responsible for the 
bombings. (As you can see, 
bombings of this type are nothing 
new.) 

 The average prices for these items 
were: 
- Round steak sold for 39 cents 

a pound 
- Eggs were 63 cents a dozen 
- Milk sold for 62 cents per 

gallon 
- A loaf of bread cost 10 cents 
- Coffee was 43 cents a pound 
- A ten-pound bag of potatoes 

cost 38 cents 
- An eight-ounce pack of corn 

flakes sold for 14 cents 
- Gasoline sold for 25 cents per 

gallon 
- The price of a first-class 

postage stamp dropped from 3 
cents down to only 2 cents! 

- A movie ticket went for 7 
cents  

 In May of 1919, Navy aviators 
made the first transatlantic flight 
in a seaplane. With time for 
repairs and rest, it took the crew 
19 days to fly the Curtis NC-4 
from New York to Lisbon, 
Portugal. Today, a Boeing 787 
Dreamliner can fly from New 
York to London in just over five 
hours. 

 Only 16.8% of students graduated 
from high school. 

 On December 26th, Babe Ruth was 

Rave Reviews! 
    “We had Termite Terry come by and 
do an inspection and he was very honest 
and knowledgeable (as was his 
coworker Brayden). He found some 
termites in our attic (I was shown the 
evidence of termite droppings) so we 
scheduled a treatment. On the day of the 
treatment, Brayden came by and I left. 
He called me a few hours later and I 
came home and everything looked 
great. I will have them follow up in a 
year and make sure there are no more 
signs of termites. I felt they did a 
phenomenal job and were very 
proficient, punctual, and friendly. I 
can’t recommend Termite Terry and his 
staff enough!” 
 

David Shandling 
Tustin 
 
    “We needed to tent our occupied 
apartment building. Termite Terry was 
wonderful in dealing with our tenants 
and the utility company. We received a 
bid from an established termite 
company in San Clemente for more than 
double the price. It was a no brainer to 
try Termite Terry. We are so glad we 
did! We will absolutely use them again 
and refer them to our family and 
friends.” 
 

Kund Krogh 
San Clemente 
 
    “After discovering termite droppings 
in a window sill, we invited a few 
termite control companies to propose a 
solution. Terry was very courteous and 
professional. He was not the cheapest, 
but we trusted him and had him 
fumigate our house. The fumigation 
process was as painless as it could be. 
The gas shut-off and reconnection was 
all arranged by Terry. We cannot 
determine if all termites have been 
killed, but Terry’s warranty offers at 
least some peace of mind.” 
 

Viet Luu 
Irvine 

sold by the Boston Red Sox to 
the New York Yankees for 
$125,000. That was the largest 
sum ever paid for a player at 
that time. 

 Less than 1% of homes in the 
U.S. had electricity and indoor 
plumbing. 

 

    As you can see, life in America 
has really changed over the last 100 
years. Can you even imagine what 
it would be like to wake up in the 
middle of the night, light a 
kerosene lamp so you could walk 
outside in the cold weather, and go 
to the outhouse? And, how could 
you possibly survive without a TV, 
or smartphone? 
 

4,000-Year-Old 
‘Super-Colony’ Of 

Termites Discovered
    A 4,000-year-old ‘super-colony’ 
of termites was recently discovered 
in Brazil. This large network of dirt 
mounds, hidden in plain sight, 
covers an area the size of Great 
Britain! 
    This ‘super colony’ is largely 
hidden from view, and is located in 
the thorny-scrub caatinga forest of 
northeastern Brazil. The scientists 
estimate there are about 200 
million termite mounds in this 
space of about 89,000 square miles. 
    The cone-shaped mounds range 
from 6 to 12 feet high, are about 30 
feet in diameter, and are placed 
about 60 feet apart. The mounds 
are not nests, but they are 
generated by the excavation of vast 
inter-connecting tunnel networks. 
    Scientists estimate that in order 
to build 200 million mounds, the 
Syntermes dirus termites have 
excavated about 2.4 cubic miles of 
dirt. That volume of dirt equal to 
about 4,000 Egyptian pyramids! “It 
is the greatest known example of 
ecosystem engineering by a single 
insect species,”, the scientists say. 
    The scientists were also very 
surprised when they received the 
radioactive dating results from the 
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     January in National Birth Defects 
Prevention Month. This is such an 
important education program for anyone 
who wants to start a family. 
    In the U.S., about 1 in 33 babies is 
born with a birth defect each year. 
Common birth defects include 
congenital heart defects, cleft lip, cleft 
palate, and spina bifida. 
    Not all birth defects can be prevented. 
But, you can increase your chances of 
having a healthy baby by taking care of 
your health, and by adopting healthy 
habits before and during pregnancy. The 
Centers for Disease Control offers these 
five tips for preventing birth defects: 
 

 Take 400 micrograms of folic acid 
every day. Folic acid is important 
because it can help prevent some 
major birth defects of the baby’s 
brain and spine. 

 Talk to your doctor before stopping 
or starting any medicine. Creating a 
treatment plan for your health 
condition before you are pregnant 
can help keep you and your baby 
healthy. 

 Become up-to-date with all 
vaccines. Vaccines can help protect 
you and your baby against serious 
diseases. They also recommend that 
you get a flu shot and whooping 
cough vaccine. 

 Try to reach a healthy weight before 
you get pregnant. Obesity increases 
the risk for several serious birth 
defects and other pregnancy 
complications. 

 Avoid harmful substances during 
pregnancy, such as alcohol, 
tobacco, and other drugs. There is 
no known safe amount of alcohol 
that can be consumed during 
pregnancy. Using certain drugs 
during pregnancy can cause health 
problems for a woman and her 
baby. If you can’t stop using these 
substances on your own – get help! 

National Birth Defects 
Prevention Month 

eleven mounds they tested. The 
youngest mound was found to be 
about 690 years old, and the oldest 
was 3,820 years old. That is close to 
the age of the Egyptian pyramids. 
    People who live in the region were 
aware of these mounds. Because they 
were so well hidden, few outsiders 
did. 
    Roy R. Funch, an ecologist at 
Brazil’s State University of Feira de 
Santana, said, “That’s why they were 
undiscovered so long. You cannot see 
them in the native vegetation. And not 
many scientists pass this way.” 
 

Councilman Wants 
To Get The Bed Bugs 
Out Of City Theaters 

    A New York City councilman has 
introduced a bill that would require 
theaters to certify, on an annual basis, 
that their seats have been inspected 
and are deemed to be free of bed 
bugs. 
    Moviegoers, throughout the five 
boroughs in New York City, have had 
to deal with this persistent issue for 
the past eight years or so. The 
councilman believes that movies can 
leave you with all sorts of feelings, 
but itchy shouldn’t be one of them. 
    Under this new bill, if a theater 
does not certify that they are free of 
bed bugs, they will have to pay a 
$1,000 fine. 
    Many moviegoers support the new 
bill. However, some others do not 
believe that the bill goes far enough. 
They are concerned that a theater, or 
theater chain, could choose to forego 
the inspection because the fine may 
actually cost less than paying for an 
inspection. 
    The councilman wrote in a 
statement, “Anyone who has ever had 
to suffer through a bed bug infestation 
in their homes knows the tremendous 
financial and emotional toll it can 

take. New Yorkers shouldn’t have 
to worry about what might be 
lurking in the seats of a movie 
theater. This bill is a simple 
accountability measure that will 
ensure our city’s movie theaters 
are pest free.”  
 

President’s 
Economic Stimulus
    The holidays are over and it is 
time for our government leaders to 
get back to work. President 
Termite Terry’s successful 
economic stimulus program broke 
all records last year, but he wants 
to do even better in 2019. Here are 
just a few more of your fellow 
citizens who have benefited from 
his Economic Stimulus Plan: 
 Steve Sihilling of Costa Mesa 

referred our service to Bill 
Romo of Huntington Beach. 

 Osbaldo Rodriguez of 
Huntington Beach referred us 
to Nicole Pincek of Seal 
Beach. 

 Raymond & Rita Galantine of 
Placentia referred our service 
to Greg Baduria of Placentia. 

 Patti Ball of Mission Viejo 
referred us to Elaine Wilkie of 
Lake Forest. 

 Janna Tennat of Mission Viejo 
recommended our service to 
Chris Engh of Mission Viejo. 

 

    The President’s plan is easy and 
with your help, we can double the 
number of people who get FREE 
GAS each month. All you have to 
do is simply refer us to someone 
who needs a termite treatment, 
wood repairs, or a monthly pest 
control service. And, if they hire 
us, we’ll send you a $50.00 Gas 
Card. That is real economic 
stimulation you can bank on! 



 

 

    A man from the Pasadena area was bitten by fleas and contracted typhus eight months 
ago. His case was so severe that he thought he was going to die. 
    He still hasn’t fully recovered and has lost 25 pounds. His doctors have been giving 
him antibiotics and he has been receiving physical therapy, but the recovery progress has 
been slow. 
    Eight months ago, this man was working in his garden when he suddenly became so 
weak that he did not have the strength to walk. He couldn’t even find enough strength to 
shave! 
    “I collapsed in my room and could not even get up from the floor,” he said. He was 
also suffering from a fever, chills, and lost his appetite. 
    This man was then hospitalized for several weeks. His doctors initially thought that he 
had a severe case of influenza. His condition did not improve, so a priest was called in to 
give him the holy Eucharist and last rites. 
    Fortunately for him, a specialist later performed an examination and was able to 
determine that he had contracted typhus. 
    Typhus infections occur when the feces from infected fleas are rubbed into cuts or 
scrapes in the skin, or rubbed into the eyes. Stray cats, rats, mice, opossums, and other 
small mammals, can carry the Rickettsia bacteria which causes Typhus.  
    Close to 60 cases of typhus have occurred in the Los Angeles area this year, and 12 of 
those were reported nearby in Long Beach. Health Department officials are warning us to 
avoid these wild animals. We all need to trim up our landscaping, remove pet food, and 
cover our trash cans, so we can help to discourage them from entering our yards. 

Full Line of Pest Control Service ║ Termite Fumigations and Treatments ║ Dryrot and Termite Damage Repairs

“You’re Going To Love Living In A Pest Free Home. 
I Guarantee It.” 
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