
 

Dryrot – The Cancer Of Wood 
    Many homeowners in the Orange County area are very 
familiar with the damage caused by dryrot. It can be seen 
in structural lumber, eave areas, facia boards, doors, 
windows, patio covers, wood decks, and in almost 
anything that is made of wood. 
    Current estimates show that approximately 10 percent of 
all U.S. wood production is used to provide materials to 
repair damage caused by dryrot. When you consider the 
fact that one out of every ten trees cut down will be used 
to repair dry rot damage, one can easily argue that dry rot 
causes more damage than do termites. 
 

What is dry rot? 
    Dry rot is caused by wood-destroying (decay) fungi. 
These decay fungi are plants that live on dead trees and 
lumber products. These plants are rather sophisticated and 
can grow very rapidly when conditions are right. With our 
damp climate and mild temperatures, it is no wonder that 
dryrot is so prevalent in Orange County. 
    When a piece of wood has been infected by decay fungi, 
it is common to see small white/light grey fruiting bodies 
growing out of the wood and they look something like a 
“fan-shaped sheet” or a “toad stool”. These fruiting bodies 
produce many microscopic spores which are similar in 
function to seeds from higher plants. These spores are 
dispersed by wind or air currents and when one of them 
lands on a piece of wood in favorable conditions, it will 

germinate and grow quickly. Decay fungi must have air, 
moisture and wood in order to flourish. Moisture is the 
most critical factor.  
    Cellulose and lignin, which makes up the cell walls of 
wood, serves as the food source. When decay fungi attacks 
a piece of wood and starts digesting it, the wood shrivels 
up fast and becomes spongy (very weak).  
 

8 Tips To Help You Prevent Dryrot 
 

1. In areas where the decay hazard is high, it is best to 
use the heartwood of a decay-resistant species. 
Redwood and western red cedar are good choices. You 
may also want to have the wood treated with a good 
preservative, such as Bora-Care or Timbor. 

2. When building a new home, always make sure your 
site is “well-drained”. You do not want water seeping 
under the house. Larger roof overhangs, rain gutters 
and downspouts can be very effective. Also, remember
that you should never place untreated wood within 18 
inches of the ground. 

3. On homes with a raised foundation, make sure you 
have adequate cross ventilation. A good rule of thumb 
is to provide two square feet of opening for 25 feet of 
wall. Keep vegetation cut back away from subarea 
vents so they won’t restrict air flow. 

4. In areas where you have soil with a high moisture 
content, install a moisture barrier on the soil surface. 
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70 Years Ago . . . 
 

On March 8, 1950, Volkswagen launched the Type 
2/Transporter van – also known as the VW Camper, Bus, 
Microbus, or Kombi. It became the best-selling van in 
history. 

Quote From The Inventor Of The Telephone 
 

“America is a country of inventors, and the 
greatest inventors are the newspaper men.” 
 

Alexander Graham Bell, born March 3, 1847 

“Home of Your Ironclad, Money-Back Guarantee” 
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This will cause the moisture to 
condense on the bottom of the 
plastic barrier and return to the 
soil, instead of condensing on the 
floor and structural members of 
your home.  

5. Don’t mount wood directly on 
concrete unless you are using 
treated wood. On items like patio 
or porch post, it is a very good 
idea to use metal or plastic spacers 
to keep wood up and off the 
concrete. This will help prevent 
the wood from “wicking up” water 
from rain or lawn sprinklers.  

6. Control moisture. If you have 
plumbing leaks, roof leaks, 
sprinklers spraying against the 
house, or any other situation 
where wood is getting wet, have it 
fixed as soon as possible. 

7. Repair or replace damaged wood 
because all of those cavities or 
holes caused by termites are easy 
places for moisture to collect and 
start dry rot. 

8. Seal exterior wood with caulk and 
paint. This will help to keep 
moisture out. 

 

How To Repair Dry Rot 
    When doing repairs, always try 
and control the moisture source, 
first.  If you don’t, the problem will 
simply continue.  
    Minor dry rot damage can often be 
carved out, treated with a registered 
fungicide, and repaired with a quality 
wood filler, such as “Bondo”.  
    Wood members which are heavily 
damaged should be cut out and 
replaced. You should always cut out 
damage at least one foot beyond the 
rotted areas. Some make the mistake 
of placing another piece of wood right 
along side of a dry rotted member so 
they can “brace it up”. Don’t do this, 
because the dry rot will quickly attack 
the new wood. The only exception to 
this rule is when you are working in an 
area where you can completely 
eliminate all moisture, such as in a 
wall or under a house. Remember 
that dry rot is like cancer, and it will 
quickly spread unless you can 
completely eliminate all of it. 

Rave Reviews! 
    “We recently purchased a home and 
the property needed to be tented ahead of 
the move in. We received a few quotes, 
and were overwhelmed by the process, the 
price, and also had some concerns about 
possible damage to new roofing. We 
weren’t sure which company to use. A 
good friend of our said we needed to 
reach out to Terry and we’re happy we 
did! He came out for a free estimate and 
took time to explain the procedure, how 
he is on site when the crew tents the 
house, and works to ensure things are 
handled with care. He fulfilled that 
promise. He was indeed on site, worked 
with his crew, and upon removing the tent 
there was zero damage to our new roof 
(our roofer offered to come out to 
inspect). On top of the superior service, I 
have to give kudos to Marie who was our 
point of contact at Terry’s office. She 
fielded some additional questions, as well 
as responded to emails within a short 
amount of time. I would rate the 
experience A+ (5 stars). If you want 
peace of mind and true professionals you 
should use Termite Terry Pest Control.” 
 

Justin Perlman 
Cypress 
 
    “Termite Terry did an amazing job 
helping us get our 3-unit rental property 
treated for termites. He was very helpful 
in coordinating the gas shut off and 
restore, meeting with existing tenants to 
go over procedures and the organization 
of scheduling. He followed up with us 
every time we had questions. They broke 
an outside light and even came back a few 
days later with a new one. That is above 
and beyond. Terry is so nice and so is 
Brayden. The office staff were also very 
nice and helpful. They all make you feel 
like they have known you forever, like a 
friend. My dad has been in real estate and 
property management for over 50 years 
and he says that by far this is the best 
company he has ever worked with. Great 
job guys and thank you so much!!” 
 

Gina & Harry Winters 
Costa Mesa 

    Have a problem with dry rot 
damage on your home or business 
and need help in repairing it? Call 
our office at (949) 631-7348 and 
we’ll be happy to schedule an 
appointment at your convenience. 
 

California Warns 
Pet Owners 

    The California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) is 
warning pet owners of an unusually 
high number of canine distemper 
virus (CDV) cases in wildlife 
populations statewide.  
    The CDV can infect a wide 
range of domestic and wild 
carnivores, including some non-
canids. The most commonly 
affected species are gray foxes, 
raccoons and skunks. 
    Officials say that unvaccinated 
domestic dogs can potentially 
contract the disease when their 
food and water bowls are shared 
with infected wild carnivores. They 
also tell pet owners to avoid letting 
their domestic animals to come in 
contact with wildlife. 
    CDV is typically transmitted 
when an animal inhales infected 
respiratory droplets or has direct 
contact with saliva, nasal discharge 
and tears. Feces and urine may also 
be a source of transmission. CDV 
is more common in adult animals 
during winter months. Juvenile 
animals may be more likely to 
carry the virus during spring and 
summer months. This virus is not 
transmissible to humans. 
    Distemper is known to cause 
respiratory, neurologic, and 
gastrointestinal illness. Some of the 
symptoms may include depression, 
fever, labored breathing, diarrhea, 
anorexia, incoordination, moving 
in circles, yellow to clear discharge 
from the nose and eyes, and 
crusting on the nose, eyes, mouth 
or footpads. 
    Currently, there is no known 
treatment for sick animals. All we 
can offer is supportive care. Some 
infected animals may not survive  
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     The National Pasta Association has 
named the month of March as National 
Noodle Month. Here are some fun facts 
about our favorite comfort food: 
 

 It is believed that the first noodles 
were made about 4,000 years ago in 
China. Evidence of pasta dishes 
appeared in Italian recipe books in 
the early 1200s. 

 Thomas Jefferson brought the first 
macaroni maker to America after 
visiting France. This inspired him to 
design a machine with instructions 
for making pasta. 

 By Federal Law, a noodle must 
contain at least 5.5% egg solids. 

 Collectively, the U.S. consumes 
5.95 billion pounds of pasta per 
year. 

 In 1848, a French immigrant named 
Antoine Zerega opened the first 
pasta factory in the US. It was 
located in Brooklyn, and he used a 
horse to power the machinery. His 
family is still running the business, 
today. 

 Contrary to Western culture, in 
Japan it is considered rude not to 
slurp your noodles! 

 Ettore “Hector” Boiardi founded the 
“Chef Boiardi Food Company” in 
1928. The company name was later 
changed to “Chef Boy-Ar-Dee”. 
You’ll see his smiling face on his 
products in every grocery store. 

 Want to order some Vietnamese 
beef noodle soup? Pho is 
pronounced ‘fuh’, not ‘foh’. 

 If you ate ramen noodles for every 
meal, it would only cost you about 
$150 a year! 

 The world’s largest bowl of pasta 
weighed 17,416 pounds. It took 40 
chefs over 19 hours to set the 
Guinness World Record. 

 There are over 600 pasta shapes. 
Have you heard of gigli, rotelle, 
mafaldine, and anelli? 
 

Are you ready to start eating?  

March Is National 
Noodle Month! 

the illness. While an animal may not 
show any signs, it can still spread the 
virus for up to 90 days. 
    The CDFW urges the public to stay 
away from sick or injured animals 
because they may feel threatened and 
act aggressively. If sick animals are 
spotted, they ask for you to report the 
sick animal’s behavior and location to 
your local animal control agency. 
 

Curbing The Rising 
Sales Of Illegal 

Pesticides 
    A new multistate task force is out 
to curb the rising sales of illegal 
pesticides. The effort is being headed 
by Mike Weyman, deputy director of 
Clemson University’s Regulatory 
Service unit. 
    Mr. Weyman says that the quantity 
of cases is continuing to grow, and 
now there is an increase of counterfeit 
pesticides being sold. 
    One case that motivated them to 
form the task force involved a pet 
owner in North Carolina. This person 
purchased a flea and tick killer for her 
two adult dogs from a local store. The 
bottle had no label and all she got 
were verbal instructions from a store 
clerk. She was told to apply 1 cc via 
syringe to each dog. She used the 
dropper included in the bottle, and 
gave it to the dogs orally. 
    After both of her dogs died, she 
had tests run to find out why. Lab 
results found that the product 
contained a common insecticide, but 
at five times the recommended dose. 
Also, the product should not have 
been given orally – it was supposed to 
be applied to the nape of the animal’s 
neck and be absorbed by the skin. 
    Consumers should be on the 
lookout for illegal pesticides. The first 
thing to check for is that it has a label 
and that it is registered with the EPA.  
Always check the EPA registration 

numbers because they may have 
been falsified. Also, beware of 
product names in fractured or 
nonstandard English. 
    Please, protect your family by 
avoiding these illegal pesticides. 
 

President’s 
Economic Stimulus
    The primary election season is 
now in full swing. While all of the 
politicians are out campaigning, 
President Termite Terry is 
working behind the scenes, and 
delivering on his promise to make 
our economy grow. 
    Here are just a few more of your 
fellow citizens who have benefited 
from his Economic Stimulus Plan: 

 Jason Shelton of Rancho Santa 
Margarita referred us to Leann 
Chang of Orange. 

 Patti Ball of Mission Viejo 
recommended our service to 
Carol Schoenbachler of 
Cypress. 

 Tara Keebaugh of Costa Mesa 
referred us to her neighbor, 
Annabel Pelham of Costa 
Mesa. 

 Allan Zsombor of Cypress 
referred us to his neighbor, 
Douglas Hunt of Cypress. 

 Stan & Karen Chao of Irvine 
referred us to Gino & Ville 
Houttu of Irvine. 

 

    The President’s plan is easy and 
with your help, we can double the 
number of people who get FREE 
GAS each month. All you have to 
do is simply refer us to someone 
who needs a termite treatment, 
wood repairs, or a monthly pest 
control service. And, if they hire 
us, we’ll send you a $50.00 Gas 
Card. That is real economic 
stimulation you can bank on!



 

 

    With problems such as dead batteries, flat tires and worn out brakes, it is hard enough 
for us to keep our cars on the road. But, during the last decade many car owners have 
discovered a new problem they have to deal with – rodents. According to a study by 
Advanced Symbolics, Inc., they found that in November 2019 alone, online conversations 
on the subject of rodents found in cars had a surge of roughly 1.8 million engagements. 
    When you consider a car engine’s warmth, how the inside of a car provides protection 
from predators, and that there are plenty of wires to chew on, our vehicles may be an 
ideal source of shelter for rodents. Another reason why rodents may be damaging more 
cars now than before, is that some manufacturers are using soy-based wiring in their cars. 
Many rodents are finding this new type of wiring to be especially tasty. 
    If you suspect that rodents have been getting into your car, you need to call your 
mechanic immediately. The damage you find may be minor and only costs you a couple 
of hundred bucks to fix. If you let it go and the rodents take up residence in your car, they 
may wind up destroying your car’s wire harness. Replacement of a wire harness is no 
simple task and could easily cost you thousands of dollars. 
    With the ever-increasing populations of mice, rats, opossums and squirrels, you may 
find it necessary to start parking your cars in the garage. You also need to check your 
garage and make sure it is sealed up tight and free of rodents. 
    It’s kind of funny, but I just found a rat in my garage and it was starting to chew up one 
of my trucks. It must have come in through the door when I had it open. I guess the rat 
couldn’t read our company’s name on the side of the truck – he or she should have known 
better than to come in here!  

Full Line of Pest Control Service ║ Termite Fumigations and Treatments ║ Dryrot and Termite Damage Repairs

“You’re Going To Love Living In A Pest Free Home. 
I Guarantee It.” 
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