
 

It Looks Like The Formosan Termites Have Arrived In So Cal 
    The Formosan subterranean termite is one of the world’s 
most destructive termite species, and it appears that they 
have arrived in Southern California. In June of 2020, an 
infestation of Formosan termites was found in Riverside 
County. In June of this year, two more infestations of these
termites were confirmed: one in Los Angeles County, and 
the other in San Diego County. 
    Finding new infestations of these termites in three 
different counties could be an indication that Formosan 
termites are a lot more prevalent than previously believed. 
 

A historical perspective 
    Formosan termites were first discovered in California, 
back in February of 1992. They were found in a home in 
La Mesa, about 10 miles east of San Diego. The family 
had recently moved into this area from Hawaii, and it is 
believed that the Formosan termites may have been in 
potted plants and wood that they brought with them. 
    A total of seven homes in the area were found to be 
infested. Five of the homes had extensive damage, costing 
tens of thousands of dollars to repair. Researchers were 
able to eradicate the termites from these homes, but not 
before some of the termites had spread into new areas. 
 

Distribution and impact 
    Formosan termites are native to mainland China but 
have been spread to other areas of the world, primarily by 
commerce. They are a major structural pest in Hawaii, and 

are established in seven of our southeastern states. 
    Formosan termite colonies can be quite large and may 
consist of up to six million members (versus several 
hundred thousand termites for our native subterranean 
termite species). With millions of termites at work, they 
can do significant damage to a home in only six months, 
and a home can be rendered unlivable within two years. 
 

What do these termites look like? 
    The Formosan termite kings and queens are yellowish-
brown in color. Their color is a good way for you to 
distinguish them from our native subterranean termites 
(almost black in color) and our native drywood termites 
(red and brown in color). 
    The times when people most often see termites are when 
the termites are on their mating flights during swarming 
season. Formosan termites usually swarm in the early 
evening hours, during the summer months. Our native 
subterranean termites usually swarm during the day in the 
early spring, and our drywood termites usually swarm 
during the day in the fall. 
    Like our native subterranean termites, Formosan 
termites typically nest in the ground. However, Formosan 
termites will sometimes build aerial colonies with no 
ground contact, if sufficient water is available. That’s why 
they can sometimes be found flourishing on the rooftops of 
high-rise buildings in Florida and Hawaii. 
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125 Years Ago . . . 
 

On September 7, 1896, the first automobile race on a race 
track took place at the Narragansett Trotting Park in 
Cranston, Rhode Island. The winner, A.H. Whiting, drove 
an electric car built by the Riker Electric Motor Company! 

Remembering A Great Trumpet Player 
 

“I know what I’ve done for music, but 
don’t call me a legend. Just call me Miles 
Davis.” 

Miles Davis, died September 28, 1991

“Home of Your Ironclad, Money-Back Guarantee” 
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How are infestations of 
Formosan termites treated? 

    Treatments of Formosan termites 
will usually require a two-pronged 
approach: the soil below the 
foundation will need to be treated with
a termiticide, and the house will need 
to be covered with a tent and 
fumigated with Vikane gas. 
    Soil treatments will need to be very 
thorough. The full exterior perimeter 
of the structure should be treated, as 
well as plumbing and electrical 
protrusions through the slab. The 
interior perimeter of the garage will 
need to be treated, and if the home has 
a raised foundation, those areas under 
the home will need treatment, as well. 
Again, treatments will need to be very 
thorough, with no areas left untreated.
    The tent fumigations are similar to 
what we do for our native drywood 
termites. What makes Formosan 
termite fumigations different is that 
you will need to use 4-times the 
amount of gas that we would normally 
use for drywood termites. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Due to the fact that these Formosan 
termite colonies are so large, and 
because of the potential for significant 
damage, there is little room for error. 
We strongly recommend that you 
carefully review all treatment 
specifications before hiring anyone to 
perform a treatment of these pests. 
    After your treatments have been 
completed, we also recommend that 
you have your home meticulously 
inspected, annually. 
 

What are the odds? 
    At this time, we only know of three 
new infestations of these termites, but 

Rave  
Reviews! 

    Thank you for years of excellent 
service! We have been using Termite 
Terry for several years. They come 
every two months to treat for pests, 
wasps and rodents. The technicians 
show up within their time window and 
are thorough in their servicing of the 
outside of the house. They have also 
done one-time treatments, such as 
spraying the outside for fleas and under 
the bed for carpet beetles. 
    Skip came out last week to inspect for 
termites. He identified an area and 
explained why tenting was needed 
versus spot treatment (because they 
were in inaccessible wall areas so there 
was no way to successfully spot treat).    
    He gave us an excellent quote for 
tenting. He took care of the scheduling 
of the fumigators and delivered bags for 
us to bag up our edible products. He 
thoroughly described the bagging 
process. Prior to the fumigation crew 
showing up on Tuesday, he walked 
through the house ensuring that all 
cabinets and drawers were open to 
prevent gas pockets. The fumigation 
crew showed up shortly thereafter and 
Skip was there the entire time 
supervising the installation of the tent. 
Everything went fine and we were back 
in the house by 10am on Thursday. We 
had Ring.com cameras inside the house 
so we could be alerted if there was a 
break-in while we were out of the house. 
There was no activity.” 
 

Amanda VanDenburgh 
Huntington Beach 
 
    “We used Termite Terry for our 
tenting and wood repairs a couple of 
years ago and have recommended him 
several times. EVERYONE is happy 
with his service!” 
 

Terry Wall 
Costa Mesa 

there are probably more 
infestations that have yet to be 
identified. This is another good 
reason of why you should always 
have your home or business 
inspected annually. 
    Need a termite inspection? Call 
us at (949) 631-7348 and we’ll 
schedule an appointment at your 
convenience. 
 

Rare Dog Disease 
Is On The Rise In 
West Los Angeles 

    Veterinarians in West Los 
Angeles County are seeing a sharp 
increase in the number of 
Leptospirosis cases in dogs. This is 
a bacterial disease that can lead to 
kidney failure, or even death. 
    Dr. Alan Schulman is a 
veterinarian who practices in West 
Los Angeles. He says that during 
his 40 years of practice, he has seen 
maybe a dozen cases of 
Leptospirosis in dogs. But in the 
past three weeks, he has seen triple 
that number of cases. He’s not 
alone, as many other Westside 
veterinarians are reporting a large 
number of cases. 
    “People are saying ‘My dog is 
just not right,”’ Schulman said. 
“He’s sluggish, his eyes are red, he 
just doesn’t want to eat.”’ These 
are all common symptoms of the 
bacterial infection. 
    Early detection of the disease is 
very important, and treatments can 
be done using antibiotics. The 
disease can also be prevented with 
leptospirosis vaccines. 
    Dr. Schulman says that 
leptospirosis can come from 
contaminated water or urine. He 
believes this current outbreak is the 
result of an increase in rats around 
homeless encampments that are 
proliferating in parks. 
    “In those homeless 
encampments and in urban slums, 
we are seeing a phenomenal 
growth in the rodent population,” 
said Dr. Schulman. “This is not a 
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    In 1991, President George H.W. Bush 
signed the official proclamation that 
designated September as National Rice 
Month. The President and the USA Rice 
Federation recognized this special day 
to encourage the consumption of rice in 
our daily diets. Let’s take a look at some 
fun facts about this small but mighty 
grain: 
 Over 80 percent of the rice 

consumed in the US is grown on 
family farms across the six major 
rice-producing states: Arkansas, 
California, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Missouri, and Texas. 

 The US rice industry produces 20 
billion pounds of rice annually. 

 The average American consumes 27 
pounds of rice per year. 

 All US-grown rice is gluten-free, 
sodium-free, cholesterol-free, and 
GMO-free. 

 There are more than 120,000 
varieties of rice in the world. 

 Asian countries produce and 
consume about 90 percent of the 
world’s rice. 

 Rice can be classified as rough or 
paddy rice, which is rice as it is 
harvested in the husk, whole grain 
(brown) rice with the husk removed, 
or white rice with the bran layer 
removed. 

 Wild rice is not technically a rice, 
but is a semi-aquatic grass native to 
North America. 

 Sticky rice was mixed in with the 
mortar when they built the Great 
Wall of China. No wonder it has 
withstood the elements and held up 
so well for many centuries! 

 95 percent of all sushi eaten in the 
US is made with US-grown rice. 

 Sake is made by fermenting rice 
that has been polished to remove the 
bran. 

 The world’s record for a serving of 
fried rice was set in September of 
2014. The Turkish cook’s serving of 
rice weighed 6,944 pounds! 

National Rice Month
bacterial epidemic that’s coming in 
from someplace else. This is coming 
from here. The environment has 
changed and dogs are at that much 
risk.” 
    “It’s the rats,” Dr. Schulman said. 
“They urinate places, they defecate 
places, dogs get it from them. The 
other way it does get transmitted is 
directly through human urine.” 
    The Los Angeles Department of 
Public Health says that most of the 
affected dogs either live in or had 
exposures in locations on the west 
side of the county or the San 
Fernando Valley. A number of dogs 
may have been exposed at a boarding 
facility in Santa Monica. Others may 
have been exposed at dog parks or 
beaches. 
    The Department says it is important 
for veterinarians to consider 
leptospirosis as a possible cause when 
they see dogs with lethargy, loss of 
appetite, reluctance to move, 
increased thirst, increased urination, 
vomiting, or evidence of kidney or 
liver damage on bloodwork. 
 

Rat Infestation 
Delays The Opening 

Of A School 
    Rats have infested some rooms at a 
school in Montebello, and students 
will not be able to start school for 
several weeks. 
    “Today was supposed to be my 
first day of school in person since 
March of 2020. Instead, we’re shut 
down because of a complete rat 
infestation,” said one of the teachers. 
    Parents and teachers are blaming 
the school’s administrators. They say 
that the officials knew about the rat 
problem well before they decided to 
delay the start of school. 
    A video camera was placed inside 
of a classroom, and you can see a rat 
running around. You can also see rat 

droppings scattered about, and that 
books and papers appear to have 
been shredded by the rats. 
    School officials say that it will 
take clean-up crews, along with an 
industrial hygienist, about three 
weeks to sanitize the rooms before 
students will be allowed to return 
to class. 
 

President’s 
Economic Stimulus
    Our government leaders are 
now starting to admit that gasoline 
prices are way too high. Termite 
Terry has been saying that for a 
long time and wants to help by 
giving you a FREE tank of gas. 
    Here are just a few more of your 
fellow citizens who have benefited 
from President Termite Terry’s 
Economic Stimulus Plan: 

 Sam Kozhaya of Huntington 
Beach referred us to Aki 
Kozhaya of Downey. 

 John Clinard of Irvine 
recommended us to Cory 
Tachibana of Irvine. 

 David Salamin of Costa Mesa 
referred us to Kay Siegrist of 
Dana Point. 

 Sue Binkerd of Newport 
Beach referred us to Connie 
Cunningham of Newport 
Beach. 

 

    The President’s plan is easy and 
with your help, we can double the 
number of people who get FREE 
GAS each month. All you have to 
do is simply refer us to someone 
who needs a termite treatment, 
wood repairs, or a monthly pest 
control service. And, if they hire 
us, we’ll send you a $50.00 Gas 
Card. That is real economic 
stimulation you can bank on! 
 



 

 

    Protecting the environment is an important part of our business, and it is so exciting to 
announce that three more islands have been declared to be rodent-free. 
    Two of the Galapagos islands, North Seymour Island and Mosquera Islet, had their 
ecosystems disrupted by two species of non-native rats. The Black rat and the Norway rat 
were a major threat to many of the island’s native plants and animals. 
    This effort also marked the first time that drones were used to distribute the rodent bait, 
instead of helicopters. Drones were chosen because of their ability to precisely apply the 
rodent bait. These devices also helped by saving money, time, and effort. Three drones 
distributed the bait, following a GPS-directed path, over 50% of North Seymore island. 
The rest of the bait was distributed by 30 park rangers. Bait stations were also placed 
around the perimeter of the islands to help prevent future invasions. 
    The Island Conservation team has been working on this project for the past two years. 
Their efforts have led to the survival of many rare birds, and they are now beginning to 
see growth in the islands’ ecosystems. 
    In Hawaii, Lehua Island was also recently declared to be rodent-free. Their goal was to 
remove the non-native rodents so they could save various plants and animal species. Due 
to their efforts, 14 native plants were restored. There are also 17 seabird species, many of 
which are threatened, that can now nest safely. 
    At Termite Terry Pest Control, we proudly use products manufactured by Bell 
Laboratories. We want to thank them for donating the rodent baits and the equipment for 
these conservation projects, and for doing their part to help protect our planet! 

Full Line of Pest Control Service ║ Termite Fumigations and Treatments ║ Dryrot and Termite Damage Repairs

“You’re Going To Love Living In A Pest Free Home. 
I Guarantee It.” 

 

Three More Islands Are Declared To Be Rodent-Free 
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