
 

 A “Sweet” Christmas Story Of A WWII Bomber Pilot 
    It was during the summer of 1944 when Lieutenant 
Wendel B. Terry was flying his B-17 bomber. He and his 
crew were on a mission to bomb a bridge in France. Their 
goal was to slow down the retreat of Hitler’s army. 
    While flying over the west coast of France, his plane 
was hit by antiaircraft fire. A large portion of the left wing 
broke off after being hit, the plane caught fire, and one of 
the plane’s fuel tanks exploded. Both of the plane’s left 
engines had stopped running and the plane went into a 
downward spiral. Wendel rang the alarm bell and started 
yelling for everyone to bail out. 
    Wendel was the last to bail out of the plane. He survived 
his parachute jump only to land on the ground, and find 
himself surrounded by German SS troops. He was then 
taken to a prisoner-of-war camp, where he shared a cement 
room with 23 other prisoners. The room had a dirt floor, no 
heat to keep them warm, and there was one small window.
    The prisoners were struggling to survive. To try and 
keep warm, they dug a small fire pit in the ground and 
started burning any small piece of wood or stick they could 
find. 
    On Christmas Day of that year, at about nine o’clock, 
the camp’s commandant ordered all of the prisoners to go 
outside. It was a bright day outside, but the weather was 
bitter cold. The prisoners bundled up with everything they 
could find to wear, and stood closely together so they 
could share their body heat. The German officer then made

a surprise announcement: the camp had just received a 
shipment of Red Cross parcels from the United States. The 
prisoners cheered with delight when they heard the news! 
    The cheering died off when the officer explained that 
there were not enough of these parcels to share with every 
man. The number of packages was not even close! Since 
there were about 250 prisoners in the camp, he went on to 
tell them that he would only be able to share two of these 
packages with each barrack. To solve the problem, the 
officer decided to hold a raffle. 
    Small strips of paper and pencils were then passed 
around. The men wrote their names on these papers, and 
put them in a hat. The senior officers of each barrack were 
told to draw out only two names. Wendel couldn’t believe 
it when he heard his name called out. 
    Wendel went back to his barrack and started removing 
the brown paper wrapping from his package. All of the 23 
other men gathered closely around him as he opened it up.
    Inside this small package was one small can of 
powdered milk, a packet of sugar, two squares of 
unsweetened chocolate, and a few other small items like 
gloves, pencils, tooth powder, and a toothbrush. 
    While opening the package, Wendel could see the 
disappointment and envy on the other men’s faces. There 
weren’t enough items to share with the others, so that 
option was out. He started asking himself if he should just 
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80 Years Ago . . . 
 

On December 23, 1942, Bob Hope did his first USO 
Christmas Show. He entertained U.S. Air Force personnel 
and their families stationed in Alaska. 

Remembering A Great Entertainer 
 

“I like intelligent women. When you go 
out, it shouldn’t be a staring contest.” 
 

Frank Sinatra, born December 12, 1915 
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go ahead and consume everything 
while they were all watching, or just 
put it away and save the stuff for later.
Then, the answer came to him. He 
hadn’t had anything sweet for about 
six months, so with the chocolate, 
sugar and powdered milk, he decided 
to use those ingredients and make 
some fudge for everyone to enjoy. 
    Wendel started by opening the can 
of powdered milk. He added some 
water to the contents, mixed it 
together, and poured it into a small 
saucepan they had in their room. Next, 
he took the powdered milk can, cut it 
lengthwise, and flattened it out into a 
square. He then carefully folded the 
four edges upward to create a small 
baking dish. The four corners of the 
pan were crimped together so the dish 
wouldn’t leak. 
    He put the packet of sugar and the 
two squares of unsweetened chocolate 
into the saucepan with the milk. The 
pan was then set on a small fire they 
had in the middle of the floor. Wendel 
carefully stirred everything together as 
the chocolate started to melt. The other
men were watching him closely, and 
they started getting excited as the 
aroma of chocolate filled the room. 
    After the chocolate had melted and 
all the ingredients had been stirred 
together, Wendel carefully poured the 
mixture into the small tin pan he had 
made. 
    In the room’s cold air, it didn’t take 
long for the mixture to solidify. A 
little while later, Wendel looked up at 
the men and said, “I think it’s ready.” 
    Wendel took a small knife off the 
shelf and to everyone’s surprise, he cut
the small slab of fudge into 24 
squares. He then looked at the men, 
smiled and softly said to them, “Merry 
Christmas.” 
    He carefully removed each of the 
tiny squares of fudge and handed one 
to each of the men. Some of the guys 
put the entire square into their mouth, 
and closed their eyes in total delight. 
Some of them started licking the 
pieces, while others broke the squares 
into tiny bits so they could savor the 
moment for as long as possible. 

Rave 
Reviews! 

    “Just wanted to thank your company, 
and in particular, Skip, who helped 
guide us through the tenting process. 
We had never had our home tented and 
I was beyond nervous about it. I was 
very anxious about losing some of my 
wonderful flowering plants and trees 
that would have to be tented. Skip told 
us to have faith that the plants would 
return after tenting and not to cut them 
back. And those plants did indeed look 
quite dead after the tent came down. 
Our snowbush tree lost every leaf, but 
within five weeks, it had come back and 
looked better than ever. And, the 
hummingbirds returned to build their 
nests. 
    I also want to comment the 
fumigation crew. They took extra care 
to avoid harming any of my Spring 
flowers when they installed the tent. I’m 
sure that wasn’t easy given the heavy 
material they have to handle. 
    The experience was as explained and 
while it did involve some amount of 
work on our part to prepare or move 
food for tenting; Skip explained 
everything to us. 
    We would definitely recommend 
Termite Terry to anyone!” 
 
Terri and Bruce Sargeant 
Orange 
 
 
    “Wow! Received your thoughtful 
Shell gift card (for the fumigation 
referral we gave you) on Thursday. 
Thank you. It’s appreciated more today 
than ever! 
 
Tim Steel 
Newport Beach 

    This was a very special day that 
these men would never forget. 
Many tears were shed, hands were 
shaken, and many of them hugged 
one another. Because of one man’s 
selflessness, 23 other men were 
filled with gratitude and love on 
that Christmas Day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Water Damage, 
Mold And Termites 

Close A School 
    A damage assessment was issued 
on a school in Santa Monica, and it 
reported extensive water damage, 
mold, dryrot and termite damage in 
the buildings. Due to the severity 
of the damage, the school district 
was left with no choice but to close 
both the elementary school, and the 
Alternative K-8 school that are 
housed on this campus. 
    School officials have been aware 
of these maintenance issues for 
some time. For years, they have 
been doing minor fixes and repairs. 
They have also done significant 
roof repairs and a full deck 
resurfacing. 
    During the heavy rains of 
December, 2021, it became 
apparent that there was a major 
problem at the campus. That is 
when the district hired a nationally 
known consultant to do a damage 
assessment. 
    The report says that the school 
was improperly waterproofed when 
it was built back in the 1990s. 
School officials are optimistic that 
the buildings can be rebuilt. Some 
estimates for repairs are starting at 
$20 million. Replacement costs of 
the buildings would start at close to 
$60 million.  
   They are hoping that the school
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     Christmas is almost here, so let’s 
look at some fun facts about your 
favorite Christmas songs: 
 Bing Crosby’s version of “White 

Christmas” is the highest-selling 
single of all time, with over 50 
million copies sold. 

 In December of 1965, “Jingle Bells”
became the first song to be played 
in space. While on NASA’s Gemini 
6 voyage, Wally Schirra played the 
song on a tiny harmonica while 
Tom Stafford shook a handful of 
small sleigh bells. 

 “All I Want for Christmas Is You” 
was written and composed in only 
15 minutes, by Mariah Carey and 
Walter Afanasieff. 

 In 1958, Brenda Lee recorded 
“Rockin Around the Christmas 
Tree”. She was only 13 years old! 

 Irving Berlin wrote the song “White 
Christmas”. He hated Elvis 
Presley’s version of the song so 
much that he tried to get it banned 
from the radio! 

 “The Chipmunk Song” is the only 
Christmas song to ever hit #1 on the 
Billboard Hot 100. 

 In 1952, the Catholic Church 
condemned the song, “I Saw 
Mommy Kissing Santa Claus” 
because they thought it promoted 
adultery. They backed off after the 
13-year-old singer, Jimmy Boyd, 
explained that Santa was really just 
the kid’s dad. 

 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
and “Joy to the World” are two of 
the oldest English language 
Christmas hymns. They date back to 
the 1700s.  

 “Silver Bells” started out as “Tinkle
Bells”. The songwriter, Ray Evans, 
told his wife about the song and she 
asked if he was out of his mind. She 
reminded him that the word “tinkle”
is also slang for urination. Wisely, 
he rewrote the song and changed the 
words to say “Silver Bells”.

Fun Facts About 
Christmas Songs 

can reopen in the fall of 2024. In the 
meantime, the students will have to be 
bussed to neighboring schools, and 
the school district is scrambling to 
hire enough bus drivers to do the job. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now Is The Perfect 
Time To Clean Out 
Your Rain Gutters 

    The Almanac is predicting higher 
than normal rainfall this winter and 
now is the perfect time to clean out 
your rain gutters. 
    Rain gutters have one job: to divert 
water away from your home. They 
can protect your home’s foundation, 
prevent erosion, protect your 
landscaping, prevent staining to the 
exterior of your home, reduce paint 
damage, and help to stop mold and 
mildew growth. However, clogged 
rain gutters can make all of these 
problems even worse. And, clogged 
rain gutters can cause serious dryrot 
damage – especially to your home’s 
roof and facia areas. 
    We haven’t had that much rain in 
Orange County this year, so many 
home and business owners have 
basically ignored their rain gutters. 
    During our home inspections, we 
have seen many homes with rain 
gutters that are full of leaves and 
debris. Some are so full of dirt that 
you’ll even see grass and weeds 
growing in them! 
    If you haven’t had you’re your rain 

gutters cleaned out lately, we 
strongly recommend that you do it, 
now. A little prevention is always 
better than spending a fortune in 
repairs! 
 

President’s 
Economic Stimulus
    Gasoline prices are way up and 
no one in Washington D.C. is 
doing anything about it. President 
Termite Terry “feels your pain” 
and wants to help by giving you a 
FREE tank of gas. 
    Here are just a few more of your 
fellow citizens who have benefited 
from his Economic Stimulus Plan: 
 

 Mike Swinehart of Laguna 
Niguel referred us to Rod 
Suckle of Laguna Niguel. 

 Larry Cope of Irvine 
recommended our service to 
Kal Rabii of Irvine. 

 Sarah and Freddy Desborough 
of Santa Ana referred us to 
Linda Svehla of Santa Ana. 

 Stacy Dunning of Costa Mesa 
recommended our services to 
Patrick De Vusser of Costa 
Mesa. 

 

    The President’s plan is easy and 
with your help, we can double the 
number of people who get FREE 
GAS each month. All you have to 
do is simply refer us to someone 
who needs a termite treatment, 
wood repairs, or a monthly pest 
control service. And, if they hire 
us, we’ll send you a $50.00 Gas 
Card. That is real economic 
stimulation you can bank on! 
 



 

 

    The National Park Service recently issued a warning and asked for all of us to stop 
licking toads. This is because some people have been licking the Sonoran Desert Toads so 
they can enjoy a state of hallucinogenic enlightenment. 
    The Sonoran Desert Toads have prominent parotoid glands that secrete a potent toxin. 
The toad’s secretions contain a powerful hallucinogenic known as 5-MeO-DMT. It can be 
snorted, inhaled or smoked. The harvesting of these toads has become so popular that the 
species is now considered to be threatened, at least in the state of New Mexico. 
    These toads are primarily found in the Sonoran Desert of Arizona and Mexico. They 
also live in California and New Mexico. This toad grows up to eight inches in length, and 
is one of the largest in North America. They have a long-life span and can live between 
10 and 20 years. 
    5-MeO-DMT is illegal to use. The U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency says there is no 
accepted medical use for this drug, and that it has a high potential for abuse. However, 
some researchers say it may help treat conditions, such as addiction, depression, anxiety, 
and post-traumatic stress disorder. 
    There are prominent public figures who have publicly discussed using 5-MeO-DMT, 
such as Chelsea Handler, Mike Tyson, and Hunter Biden. They claim it has helped. 
    Ladies and gentlemen, maybe we should leave these poor toads alone and let them live 
in peace. Must admit that I’ve always been a bit naïve about this drug culture stuff. When 
I was growing up and heard someone say they were “smoking a roach”, I’d ask myself, 
“Why would anyone ever want to smoke a nasty cockroach? Little did I know!  

Full Line of Pest Control Service ║ Termite Fumigations and Treatments ║ Dryrot and Termite Damage Repairs

“You’re Going To Love Living In A Pest Free Home. 
I Guarantee It.” 
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