
 

What Life Was Like In 1923 
    Happy New Year! 2023 is here and many of you are 
working on your resolutions for the new year. Before you 
get too busy making plans, let’s go back in time and take a 
look at what life was like in 1923. 
 

 The population of the U.S. grew close to 112 million. 
Our current population is now over 333 million, with 
one new person being added every 41 seconds. 

 Men had a life expectancy of 56.1 years, and women 
lived an average of 58.5 years. 

 The U.S. Federal Budget was 4 billion dollars and they 
had a budget surplus of 300 million dollars. Today, we 
have a Federal Budget of 6 trillion dollars and budget 
deficit of 1.8 trillion dollars! 

 About 15 million motor vehicles were registered in the 
U.S. Today, we have over 290 million vehicles on the 
road. 

 The price of a Model T Ford was $364. Ford 
manufactured over 2 million of these cars in 1923. 

 44 percent of the homes had electricity. Most of rural 
America would remain without electricity until the 
mid-1930s.  

 The famous “Hollywood Sign” was erected in 1923. 
The sign originally read “HOLLYWOODLAND”, and 
was being used to promote a housing development in 
the hills above the city. That sign remained in place 
until 1949, when the sign was restored and the word 

“land” was removed. 
 On October 16th, Walt and Roy Disney founded the 

Disney Brothers Cartoon Studio, in Hollywood. 
 Coca Cola developed the 6-pack carrier to encourage 

people to take the soda home and drink it more often. 
That year, they also renewed the patent on their 
famous contoured (also called hobbleskirt) bottle. All 
contour bottles produced between1923 and 1937 
carried the Christmas day patent imprint, and are 
known as “Christmas Bottles”. 

 Union wages in New York city were: 
- Bricklayers at $1.50 per hour 
- Carpenters at $1.12 per hour 
- Painters at $1.12 per hour 
- Plumbers at $1.25 per hour 
- Structural steel workers at $1.12 per hour 

 American farm workers had an average pay of $37.24 
per month, with board. Without board, their average 
pay was $48.25 per month. 

 The minimum wage in California was $0.33 per hour. 
 The average person had 8.2 years of schooling.  

o 17 percent got a high school diploma. 
o 6.1 percent went to college. 
o 4 percent earned a four-year degree. 

 On January 1923, Fredrick Banting, Charles Best and 
James Collip were awarded the U.S. patents on 
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90 Years Ago . . . 
 

January 5, 1933, construction work began on the Golden 
Gate Bridge, in San Francisco. It took a little over four 
years to build, and the bridge was opened to the public on 
May 23, 1937. 

Remembering A Great Actress 
“I may be a senior, but so what? I’m 
still hot.” 

Betty White, born January 17, 1922 

“Home of Your Ironclad, Money-Back Guarantee” 

 
 



 

 
2

insulin and the method used to 
make it. They all sold these 
patents to the University of 
Toronto for $1 each. Banting 
famously said, “Insulin does not 
belong to me, it belongs to the 
world.” He wanted everyone who 
needed it to have access to it. 

 On October 15th, Eli Lilly began 
the mass production of insulin and
it became widely available for the 
treatment of diabetes. 

 On May 28th, the US Attorney 
General determines it is legal for 
women to wear trousers anywhere 
– even in public! 

 The number one movie of 1923 
was Cecil B. DeMille’s version of 
the “Ten Commandments”. 
Theodore Roberts starred as 
Moses in the film, and Charles De 
Roche starred as the Pharoah. 

 President Warren G. Harding died 
of a heart attack, on August 2nd. 
Calvin Coolidge became our 30th 
President on August 3rd. 

 The number one hit song was 
“Parade of the Wooden Soldiers”, 
by Paul Whiteman and His 
Orchestra. 

 As a promotional stunt, Otto 
Schnering, founder of the Curtis 
Candy Corporation, had Baby 
Ruth candy bars dropped from 
airplanes over cities around the 
country. Each candy bar was 
attached to its own tiny parachute.

 The average prices for these items 
were: 
- Round steak sold for 34 cents 

a pound 
- Eggs were 50 cents a dozen 
- Milk sold for 56 cents per 

gallon 
- A loaf of bread costs 9 cents 
- Coffee was 37 cents a pound 
- A ten-pound bag of potatoes 

cost 12 cents 
- Gasoline sold for around 20 

cents per gallon 
- The price of a first-class 

postage stamp was 2 cents 
- A movie ticket went for 

around 10 cents 
 Yankee Stadium opened on April 

Rave  
Reviews! 

    “Termite Terry has always been 
responsive, honest and fair. We use 
Terry to handle most of our termite 
and pest issues all over Orange 
County and I would recommend 
Terry and his team to my 
competition because even they 
deserve the best!” 
 

Marcel Ford 
Genuine Property Management 
Costa Mesa 
 
    “My husband and I were very 
pleased, but not surprised by how 
well our recent fumigation process 
went. We used Termite Terry several 
years ago to remove a large beehive, 
so they were the first call I made 
when we needed to fumigate for 
termites. 
    Our inspector, Skip, was 
exceptional! He is incredibly 
knowledgeable and was very patient 
when answering the many questions 
we had. 
    The fumigation process is 
significant in terms of time and 
expense, so it’s very important to be 
able to trust the company doing the 
work. Termite Terry is a company 
that you can trust!” 
 

Susan Giangrande 
Costa Mesa 
 
    “I just wanted to thank you so 
much for the gas card that you sent 
me for referring Noel Besuzzi. I 
can’t tell you how much I appreciate 
it! 
    Your thoughtfulness does not go 
unnoticed!!” 
 

Jamie Berry 
Aliso Viejo 

18th. It was nicknamed “The 
House That Ruth Built”. 

 The first 24 hours of Le Mans 
took place on May 26th. Andre 
Legache and Rene Leonard 
won the race in their 3-liter 
Chenard & Walcker. 

 Firestone Tire and Rubber 
Company starts producing 
inflatable tires, on April 5th. 
With Firestone’s innovation 
came the era of the flat tire.  

 On March 14th, President 
Harding became the first 
president to ever pay income 
tax. 

 Prohibition was revoked in 
New York, on May 4th. 

 Time Magazine published its 
first edition on March 3rd. 

 Warner Brothers Pictures was 
incorporated on April 4th. 

 The first aerial refueling took 
place in San Diego, on June 
27th. Two U.S. Army DH-4s 
were used to demonstrate that 
the concept worked. 

 John Hertz bought the “Jacobs 
DriveUrSelf” company from 
Walter Jacobs. Hertz renamed 
the company to “Hertz 
DriveUrSelf”. He made his 
cars available at railroad 
stations for customers to drive 
themselves to their own 
destinations. His company 
went on to become America’s 
leading rental car organizations 
for decades. 

 On June 4th, Frank Hayes won 
a steeplechase at Belmont Park. 
What makes this interesting is 
that he died late in the race, but 
somehow managed to stay in 
the saddle for the win. At 20:1 
odds, he made some people 
very happy that day! 

 

    As you can see, life in America 
has changed a lot over the last 100 
years. Can you even imagine living 
without electricity and your smart 
phone? 
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    January is National Hot Tea Month, 
so let’s take a look at some fun facts 
about one of our favorite beverages: 
 No one knows for certain when tea 

was first discovered. One Chinese 
legend has it that tea was discovered 
in 2732 BC. 

 One pound of tea contains 2,000 tea 
leaves. You can make about 181 
cups of tea with just one pound. 

 42 percent of the world’s tea comes 
from China, and 20 percent comes 
from India. Tea is also produced in 
Kenya, Argentina, and Sri Lanka. 

 A tea tree can grow up to 52 feet 
high, if you don’t harvest its leaves. 
Trees that are harvested may only 
grow to height of 3 feet. 

 Tea bags became popular in 1908 
and it was by accident. Thomas 
Sullivan, a New York tea merchant, 
sent samples of tea to his customers 
in small silken bags. Thomas had 
intended for them to take the tea out 
of the bag, but some found it easier 
to just place the entire bag into their 
teapot. 

 The first tea bag packing machine 
was invented in 1929, by Adolf 
Rambold. 

 Adding milk to tea didn’t originate 
because of taste. They would put 
milk in the cups first so the heat 
from the tea wouldn’t crack their 
porcelain cups. Today in the U.K., 
93% still drink tea with milk. 

 In the 17th century, scientists 
thought that tea was bad for your 
health. This was mostly due to an 
article published in 1706, by a 
French doctor. He said that hot 
liquors and hot caffeinated 
beverages were dangerous because 
they would cause heat inside the 
body, which may lead to death. You 
know, I wonder what this doctor 
would say today if he looked down 
from heaven and saw a Starbucks 
on every street corner?  

National Hot Tea 
Month! 

Woman Arrested 
After Child Was 
Found In House 

With Over 300 Rats! 
    A woman was arrested after 
deputies found a child living in a 
house with over 300 rats roaming 
freely and her bed covered in roaches. 
    The Sherriff’s Office was 
originally called to investigate an 
animal cruelty complaint at this 
home. After entering the home, 
deputies said they were overwhelmed 
by the smell of ammonia. 
    They could see several cages and 
glass aquariums containing snakes 
and rodents. They also saw rats and 
cats running freely. 
    In one of the bedrooms, a ferret 
was found in a cage that was littered 
with urine and feces. There was also a 
dog inside a cage that was much too 
small. Deputies noted that these 
animals were deprived of any food or 
water. 
    In the second bedroom, they found 
the child. The bed’s mattress was 
covered in roaches, and there was 
trash all over the floor. 
    “Blood was also observed on the 
floor created by the loose cats eating a 
rat,” deputies said. 
    The third bedroom was where they 
found 50 rats in cages – this was in 
addition to the 300 rats that were 
roaming freely! 
    “Abuse of any kind should not be 
tolerated,” Sherriff Mike Prendergast 
said. “The conditions of this residence 
and the animals in this case were so 
bad, Sherriff’s Office personnel were 
cautioned about making entry. 
Neither children nor animals should 
ever endure this type of environment. 
It is crucial that our citizens report 
any signs of child or animal neglect.” 
    Seven cats, one dog and one ferret 
were removed from the home by 

animal control officers. They 
secured the home and the 
remaining animals will be 
removed at a later date. 
    This woman was charged with 
12 counts of animal cruelty and 
one count of child neglect. Her 
bond was set at $26,000.  
 

President’s 
Economic Stimulus
    Inflation rates are still up, the 
Federal Reserve is raising interest 
rates, and it is getting harder to fill 
up your gas tank. President 
Termite Terry “feels your pain” 
and wants to help by giving you a 
FREE tank of gas. 
    Here are just a few more of your 
fellow citizens who have benefited 
from his Economic Stimulus Plan: 
 

 Kim Charney of Newport 
Beach referred us to Martin 
Feldman of Santa Ana. 

 Marcia Cowans of Lompoc 
recommended our service to 
Bob and Kathy Miller of 
Norwalk. 

 Jerry Longevay of Garden 
Grove referred us to Mike 
Catron of Garden Grove. 

 Dawn Edelfberg of Newport 
Beach recommended our 
services to Scot Harvey of 
Newport Coast. 

 

    The President’s plan is easy and 
with your help, we can double the 
number of people who get FREE 
GAS each month. All you have to 
do is simply refer us to someone 
who needs a termite treatment, 
wood repairs, or a monthly pest 
control service. And, if they hire 
us, we’ll send you a $50.00 Gas 
Card. That is real economic 
stimulation you can bank on! 



 

 

    The results of a five-year study were recently released, and they revealed the 
widespread risk of contamination in the disposable glove industry. 
    In the testing of 26 different brands of new gloves (right out of unopened boxes), they 
found that 50 percent of these gloves had indications of human fecal contamination. In 
addition, they found traces of other food-borne pathogens, including Listeria 
moncytogenes, Staphylococcus aureus, Streptococcus pneumoniae, and Bacillus anthracis 
(Anthrax). Over 250 different viable microbial species were found, in or on these gloves! 
    It may surprise you, but the Food and Drug Administration does not subject these 
disposable gloves to strict monitoring. The FDA Food Code for disposable gloves doesn’t 
even specify that the gloves need to be intact, sanitary, or to be routinely tested upon 
arrival in the U.S. 
    To solve this problem, they will have to go all the way back to the manufacturing stage 
and start investigating. What are the actual products being used to make these gloves, and 
what is their rate of purity? What are the sanitation conditions like in these plants? Are 
the workers who make these products doing their part to keep us safe? Are they even 
washing their hands before they make and package these gloves? 
    Ladies and gentlemen, we all should appreciate seeing the employees at our restaurants 
wearing gloves when they prepare and serve our food. But if they are putting on a pair of 
contaminated gloves, could they be making things even more unsafe for us? Maybe it is 
time for those in the food business to start insisting on using gloves from vendors with 
high manufacturing standards, quality control measures, offer routine product audits, and 
who have a commitment to reducing the risk of cross-contamination. Stay safe! 

Full Line of Pest Control Service ║ Termite Fumigations and Treatments ║ Dryrot and Termite Damage Repairs

“You’re Going To Love Living In A Pest Free Home. 
I Guarantee It.” 

 

Are Disposable Gloves A Source Of Food-Borne Illness?
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Use your smart phone 
and click here  


